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Spring 

at  

Sycamore   

      

     This photo was 

taken in 1913 by 

Henry Stark, the offi-

cial photographer of 

the Frisco and Union 

Pacific railroads.  

Stark called it the 

“spring at Syca-

more.” We think of it 

as the spring at 

Hodgson Mill. See 

more below.  

The “Bank Vault” Album 

     A few years ago John L. Harlin ran 

across an old photo album in the Centu-

ry Bank of the Ozarks vault.  

     We now know that the pictures in 

that album were made in 1913 when 

photographer Henry Stark came with E. 

Y. Mitchell to Ozark County. At the time 

Mr. Mitchll was said to be interested in 

45,000 acres of Ozark County Land. He 

wanted to  colonize the land, he said.   A 

long list of pictures ran in the Ozark 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Grant to help fund next program, exhibit 

 

     We have just received a grant from the Missouri Humanities Council to 

help underwrite the project, “Traditional Fiddle Music in Missouri by Howard 

Marshall.”  The project coincides with the next exhibit planned for the Histori-

um, “Ozark County Music and Musicians,” which will run through the month 

of September.  We will be featuring Ozark County entertainers such as  Don 

Sullivan, Gary Walker and Lonnie and Thelma Robertson and Etzel Willhoit 

and others.  

     A highlight of the month-long exhibit will be a presentation and music 

demonstration by Dr. Howard Wight Marshall of near Fulton, Mo., who is a 

recognized expert on traditional fiddle music. He will be accompanied by two 

of his fellow musicians, David Cavins and Amber Gaddy, who play with him 

in his home area on a regular basis. The presentation will take place in the His-

torium at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 20, during Hootin an Hollarin. 

       Dr. Marshall is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Art History and 

Archaeology at the University of Missouri, Columbia and former director of 

the Missouri Cultural Heritage Center. He is the author or editor of ten books, 

including Barns of Missouri: Storehouses of History. His latest book, Play Me 

Something Quick and Devilish: Old Time Fiddlers in Missouri, reveals his ex-

pertise in the field of old time music and is based on years of research. Dr. 

Marshall has for many years combed the state, talking with, recording and 

playing with all the old-time musicians he can find, including Ozark County 

native Lonnie Robertson.  

      Dr. Marshall and his friends will also perform on the Hootin an Hollarin 

grandstand stage at 5:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon.  

  
 

      

New Luna book, other items, for sale at Historium 
 

     We have several new items for sale at the Histoium. If you are in Gaines-

ville for Hootin an Hollarin, be sure and check them out. Or you can order 

them via mail.  

     Our new Luna book, On the Banks of Pine Creek, the Lunas in Ozark 

County, has 100 pages and lots of pictures.  It’s $22 plus $3 shipping. We also 

have some note cards made from pictures found in the “Pine Creek” book. 

They are $1.50 each or four for $5.   

     We have a few copies of The Story of Peter Looney, His Y ear with the In-

dians.  It is a novel based on the interview Peter Looney gave to a London re-

porter after he escaped from the Indians. It’s $15 plus $3 shipping. Peter Loon-

ey was the grandfather of Ozark County patriarch Elisha Luna.  

     And we have audio CDs of interviews conducted several years ago by or 

for OCGHS members. These include interviews with: L. B. and Pauline Cook 

(1996), Linnie Kyle (1996), Hobart and Maxine Ledbetter (1996), Murrill 

Couch and Opal Jones (1996), Thelma Jones Robertson (1983), Agnes Luna 

Pace (1975), Cona Luna Grisham (1975), Dott and Judson Luna about the Lu-

nas and the Patricks (1985).  The disks are $5 each plus $2 shipping per disk.  

     In addition, the last five volumes of the Old Mill Run (May 2009 – Febru-

ary 2014) have been digitized and may now be purchased on a CD for $8 or 

$10 if you want it shipped. The disk is searchable, a feature that makes stories 

easier to find even if you have kept all your back issues.  

     To order any of these items by mail, make your check to OCGHS and mail 

to Box 4, Gainesville, MO 65655.  
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By Mildred Willhoit Watson  
 

     This is my story about the bus 

coming from Mountain Home, Ar-

kansas.  After 

leaving 

Gainesville, it 

came on to 

Ava and had 

passengers get 

on there before 

going on to 

Springfield. 

     I read the 

article about it in the Old Mill Run.  

It was March, 1943.  Earl Watson 

and I got married on Jan. 22, 1943.  

He was teaching school at Noble (in 

Ozark County) and I was teaching 

school at Mt. Taber in Douglas 

County.  That was before the one-

room schools were consolidated. 

     We had just graduated from high 

school in Gainesville.  I did go to 

college that summer in Bolivar.  

Earl's school was out before mine.  

Ray Hurst, a friend from Almartha, 

lived in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at the 

time.  Ray told Earl that if he would 

come to Tulsa when his school was 

out, he would get him a job at the 

Boeing Airplane plant. 

      The war was going on then.  Earl 

had his suitcase packed that morn-

ing, and he went downtown to catch 

the bus in Ava, where we lived at the 

time.  The bus stopped at the Nor-

man Gentry Drug Store on the north-

east corner of the square. 

     It snowed that night.  The bus 

couldn't get out of Mountain Home, 

so it didn't run.  It didn't snow that 

much here. 

     Charley Davis had a grocery store 

on the east side of the square.  When 

Earl couldn't go to Springfield that 

day, he went to the grocery store.  

He knew Mr. Davis.  Earl's folks had 

a grocery store at Noble and they 

would buy things from Mr. Davis.   

Mr. Davis asked Earl what he was 

doing with that suitcase and Earl said 
(Continued on page 12) 

Another bus story Memories of a lawn wedding in 1910 
Mattie McKinley married Elisha Grisham 

By Irene Griffith Samson, a niece who was there 
From Pages of Time, a book about the Lunas, Grishams and 

Moodys. Reproduced in On the Banks of Pine Creek, the Lunas in Ozark 

County.  
 

Aunt Mattie and Uncle Lish had a lawn wedding on July 17, 1910. 

A minister named Jack Smith officiated. Mattie had a beautiful white 

dress that Grandma (McKinley) had made, and Uncle Lish had on new 

overalls and a white shirt. 
There were two or three tables, covered with white tablecloths, set 

up in the yard, and one table was loaded with cakes. I think Uncle Lish’s 

mother, Amelia Jane [Luna Grisham Moody], had brought cakes, and 

Grandma baked some. 
When I saw Grandma start for the kitchen after the ceremony, I fol-

lowed her. She had a big square pan that just fit in the oven, and it was 

filled with fried chicken. A table in the kitchen was covered with loaves 

of bread and butter. Someone sliced the bread before they took it out-

side. 
Grandma set me on a bench behind the table and gave me chicken, 

bread and butter, and I just sat there and ate. Someone brought me a 

piece of cake with lots of icing. 
When they were loading the wagon, someone came for me and told 

me they were almost ready to leave. I stood by the wagon, and it was 

full, except they had left room for Uncle Lish to put his belongings and a 

plow he was to get at his Mother’s (Amelia Jane). 
Grandpa and Grandma gave them a lot of things to set up house-

keeping. Uncle Lish had worked and bought the team and wagon. When 

they drove off, they had tied a cow to the wagon, and I think the Moodys 

(Amelia and her second husband, Bill Moody) were also giving them a 

cow. They had some chickens and at least one pig in the wagon. 
They rented the “Blossom Place,” which was south of Highway 14 

between Dora and West Plains. 
Mattie was the daughter of Mary Ann Davidson and Peter McKinley. She 

and Elisha Grisham are both buried in the Ball Cemetery near Dora.  

Left: Eli-

sha Gri-

sham and 

Mattie 

McKinley 

Grishm 

and their 

daughter 

Florene a 

few years 

after their 

wedding.  
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    Longrun was the birthplace of two men who became successful musicians on the 

violin or fiddle. One was Etzel Willhoit, born in 1901 in a log house near Longrun, a 

son of John and Austa Jane Wallace Willhoit. The family moved to Arp, Missouri a 

few years after the birth of Etzel when the father had purchased a dry goods store. Arp 

was located approximately 9 miles north of Gainesville. . .       

     Etzel received his first violin shortly after the family moved to Arp.. . Etzel soon 

mastered the instrument and would later play for community dances. 

     Etzel graduated from the 8th grade at Barren Fork school and taught at Barefoot 

School in Ozark County and New Hope in Arkansas before he moved to Hominy, Ok-

lahoma, where he taught for five years. While there he studied to get his high school 

diploma and a certificate from college at Edmond, Oklahoma, in 1922. 

     While at Hominy, he was encouraged to attend Juilliard School of Music in New 

York. While at Juilliard, he washed dishes and worked at other odd jobs to survive. 

This determination, with talent, led to a Master’s and Doctor’s degree from Columbia 

University. He later went to Austria and France to study conducting and music. From 

1929 to 1944, he taught music at Teanack, N.J., high school and conducted the Bronx 

House Symphony. From 1944 to his retirement in 1971, he was professor of music at 

Central Connecticut State College at New Britain, Connecticut, and was conductor of 

the New Britain Symphony. He married Sally Pringle of New York. 

     He returns to his birth state occasionally where he attends the Jones, Willhoit and 

Wallace Reunion held each June at Theodosia. There Etzel entertains his cousins with 

symphony music on his violin and it then becomes a fiddle when he plays some hoe-

down music. 

     The other successful musician was Lonnie Robertson, born at Longrun Jan. 8, 1908, 

a son of Jarrett and Martha Silvey Robertson. He learned to play music by ear at an 

early age and although he could play other instruments, the fiddle became his favorite 

instrument. 

     He married Thelma Jones of Lutie, Missouri. After living on a farm near Lutie for a 

few years, they moved to St. Joseph, Missouri. There he began playing on a part- time 

basis professionally at a radio station, playing the fiddle for an hour each Sunday after-

noon. This led to a full time job as an entertainer at a station in Yanktown, South Da-

kota where he teamed up with Roy McGeorge. They worked as Lonnie and Roy for 

several years on various stations. Lonnie also created the character of Etherham Hobbs, 

a fiddle playing bachelor. 

     After Lonnie and Roy went their separate ways, Lonnie and Thelma became a team 

known as "Down Home Folks," and they continued to appear together until they re-

tired. They were members of the staff at KWTO for many years. Lonnie died in 1971 

of diabetes. 

     During his career he won many fiddling contests and recorded on the Caney Moun-

tain label. 

Two Longrun men who became musical stars  
By Dean Wallace  

Excerpts from the White River Valley Journal , 1985  

Etzel Willhoit  
An Ozark County man who became a famous symphony conductor  

     By Mildred Willhoit Watson, 

daughter of Rev. George and 

Clara Bruer Willhoit. 

 

     The editor asked Mildred Willhoit 

Watson to write about her famous 

cousin’s early days in Ozark County 

 

     Etzel Willhoit was born Feb. 5, 

1901, near Longrun, Mo., the son of 

John and Janie (Wallace) Willhoit.  

The family moved to Arp, Mo., a 

few years after his birth.  His father 

bought a dry goods store there.  Arp 

was approximately 9 miles from 

Gainesville on Barren Fork Creek.  

When the post office was established 

there, the name was changed to Will-

hoit. 

     The children of John and Janie 

Willhoit were Alta, Allie, Cora, Et-

zel and Clemmie. Etzel, the only 

boy, did heavy and backbreaking 

work on the Willhoit farms first in 

Willhoit and then at Gainesville 

from age 12-17.  He plowed, cut 

wood for the fireplace and kitchen 

stove, split rails for the fence and 

shingles for the roof, milked the 

cows, shod the horses and did a mul-

titude of other chores. 

     His father, John Willhoit, was 

busy at the store so Etzel did the 

farm work. After they moved, John 

Willhoit bought a narrow strip of 

land from the store to the creek. It 

had small rounded stones or gravel 

instead of topsoil. That was the Will-

hoits’ garden. As Etzel plowed it, the 

stones rattled like popcorn popping. 

That was the only time Etzel could 

recall laughing as he plowed. They 

had enough soil under these rattling 

stones to grow a few vegetables that 

were attacked by potato bugs.  

     Music was Etzel’s life ever since 

he played his first violin which had 

bow strings fashioned by his father 

from a mare’s tail.  

     Etzel remembered the neighbor, 

Mrs. Cantrell, buying pictures from 

him that he got to sell through the 

mail. Mrs. Cantrell also bought an 

aluminum thimble from him.  

     Alta, Etzel’s sister who was 10 

years older than he, had an influence 

on all of the John and Janie Willhoit 

children.  Alta told them, "You must 

make something out of yourselves." 

She kept a watchful eye to see that 

they didn't fall into bad habits.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Janie, Etzel’s good mother, had just 

barely enough education to write her 

name, yet she was determined that 

the children should all get an educa-

tion.  She gave them a firm sense of 

moral values and insisted on truthful-

ness so strongly that at first Etzel 

liked history because it was true, and 

he disliked fiction because it was 

false! 

     One night there was a gathering at 

their house in the back of Papa's 

store. When pretty Verna Cantrell 

came out of the house to walk home 

a mile up the road, Etzel, a bashful 

kid, worked up enough courage to 

ask permission to walk her home.  

He was so nervous that although he 

knew better, he used incorrect Eng-

lish, when he asked her, "Can I see 

you home?" and was disgusted with 

himself that he used "can" instead of 

"may.” They maybe said a couple of 

words on that walk.   

      When 

he left the 

hills, he had 

only seen 

one Tin Liz-

zy that man-

aged to get 

to Barren 

Fork on 

those terri-

ble, stumpy, 

rocky and 

rutty dirt 

roads that he 

helped to 

repair working with his father. 

     At a revival meeting held at the 

school house a few miles from the 

Willhoit Post Office, he saw the 

comely Verna Cantrell again and 

asked and received permission to 

walk her home.  This time he said, 

"May I."  Those two speechless trips 

were the nearest he ever came to da-

ting a girl until he was 23 years old.  

He was too busy teaching, practicing 

violin, conducting and studying and 

trying to be something.  

       Etzel came from a musical fami-

ly, but he didn’t remember partici-

pating in any of the  "entertainments" 

by the Willhoit group, which were 

his papa (John Willhoit) and uncles 

Alfred, George and Joe, plus their 

Aunt Clemmie, who was a very tal-

ented musician. 

       The family had a lean-to side 

room, built onto the house up on the 

hill and the walls had been papered.  

Alta told him about being present at 

an "entertainment" before he was 5 

years old.  She said when he wasn't 

on stage, he sat with her and while 

others were performing,  Etzel would 

sing the words and music correctly 

along with the uncles.  That was 

when Alta discovered that Etzel had 

musical talent.  He didn't know 

where he learned the songs but was 

sure he learned them by ear. 

       Alta was teaching at Barren Fork 

School.  Her little brother, Etzel, got 

all excited about his school work and 

tried to excel in spelling.  She con-

ducted spelling matches that Etzel 

tried to win.  Jim Loftis, an older 

boy, came to school to take part in 

the match and Etzel spelled him 

down. 

       Etzel’s last experience with a 

spelling match was a tragic one.  Alta 

thought he misspelled a word.  He 

didn't think so, and his temper flared 

up.  Alta was determined to not show 

favoritism to a member of her family, 

got a switch and gave him a whip-

ping.      

     Then when he got home, his fa-

ther gave him another one.  That did-

n't cause hard feelings between Etzel 

and Alta.  He always knew she was 

his best fan.  Later she was teaching 

in Three Brothers, Arkansas. She sent 

for him to come down to play the 

fiddle for some program she had 

planned for the closing day of school.  

The local fiddler had backed out on 

his promise.  Etzel saddled his horse 

and rode to Arkansas.  While there 

his cousin Boyd Wallace took him 

out behind the barn and gave him the 

first and last drink of moonshine 

whiskey.  It was so powerful that he 

choked up and didn't take another 

drink of any alcoholic beverage until 

years later, in sinful Paris, in 1932!        

The 4th of July picnics meant so 

much to him.  Some were held at 

Willhoit, but then one he recalled for 

a good reason, was held in Romance 

a few miles north.  Etzel, and no  
 (cont. on page 6)  

(Continued on page 6) 

Etzel in the 1920s  

   Below:  Etzel Willhoit (second from left) with his sons Etzel M. and 

Robert and his wife, Sally Pringle.  Sally was from New York. Etzel died 

in 1991 and was buried in New York City. Frequently, while he was liv-

ing, he came back to Ozark County for the Jones and Willhoit reunion.  
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doubt a number of young peers, had 

read the billboards on their store 

porch and elsewhere announcing a 

greased pole climbing contest at the 

4th of July picnic.  The winner would 

be awarded $1.   

     Etzel was about 10 years old.  

There must have been an age require-

ment.  A bunch of boys gathered 

around that delimbed, debarked and 

soaped, moderate-sized sapling.  

Each boy took several turns trying 

hard to get to the top.  They all slid 

right back down fast or faster than 

they went up.  Etzel got lucky.  He 

got past the soap on the lower part of 

the tree and got his hand on top of 

that narrow sapling.  He was happy 

as a lark hanging onto the top of that 

narrow sapling.  Then they called out 

"sit on top of it."  His moment of suc-

cess was deflated.  It was all he could 

do to hang onto the top.  He slunk 

down, took his dollar and beat it. 

     His father suggested that Etzel 

loan him the dollar for a year at 10 

percent interest, which Etzel did.  At 

the end of the year, Etzel grabbed the 

$1.10 and spent it foolishly as any 11

-year-old boy would do.   

     The family later moved from 

Willhoit to a farm north of Gaines-

ville where Etzel continued farming 

during summers.   

     He lived with his Grandpa and 

Grandma Willhoit while he taught a 

six-month term (July through De-

cember) of school at Barefoot.  He 

got acquainted with his Uncle Alfred 

Willhoit while he was there.   

     Before then, Etzel knew Uncle 

Alfred had worked for a circus and 

also that he was a good musician. 

The circus veterinarian had left a sick 

dromedary on Uncle Alfred’s farm to 

end its days.  Etzel learned what a 

dromedary was -- a one-humped 

camel.  How the circus got to 

Gainesville around 1911 on those 

unpaved, rocky, rooty, stumpy, 

(Continued from page 5) 

derful. After watching the high wire 

acts and hand walking, the Willhoit 

kids decided to try hand walking. 

     Both the Willhoit and Wallace 

families were musical and played 

fiddles and guitars.  Etzel’s father, 

John, even taught singing schools. 

Etzel tired of all the work on the 

farm.  How he hated it.  He decided 

that wasn't the life for him. 

     When he left the hills in Febru-

ary, 1919, right after his 18th birth-

day, he was the usual frightened 

hick who had never seen a railroad 

or a bath tub.  He was the Ozark 

County honor graduate from the 8th 

grade.  That was his most valued 

certificate.   

     When he left for Oklahoma, he 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

crooked and deeply rutted roads Et-

zel never knew. 

     But Uncle Alfred's employment 

and the sick dromedary made the 

Willhoits feel they practically owned 

the circus. When it came to Gaines-

ville, the county seat of Ozark Coun-

ty, over those terrible roads, John 

Willhoit hitched Maude and Prince 

up to the springless, rough-riding 

wagon, and the whole family piled 

into it and rode the nine miles to 

Gainesville. 

     When they got there, they were 

treated like royalty and were admit-

ted to the circus free of charge.  The 

roar of the lions, the elephants, the 

giant snakes, the camels, scared the 

"living daylights" out of him.  Etzel 

thought the circus was simply won-

   Etzel Willhoit ——

From the Ozark County Times July 26, 1912. Undoubtedly Etzel Willhoit 

attended this program with his family.   
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had a lot to learn, needed a lot of 

help and he knew it.    He taught 50 

terms of school.  He liked every-

where he went.  He was either teach-

ing or going to school in his later 

years.  He met and married Sally 

Pringle in New York.   

     They had two sons, Robert and 

Etzel M. In 1949, he became the 

conductor of the New Britain, Con-

necticut Symphony Orchestra.  He 

died on July 31, 1991.  He was bur-

ied in Bronx, New York City, New 

York. 

(Continued from page 6)       

     Left:  Lonnie and Thel-

ma Robertson and their 

son Jarrett.  (See story on 

page 5).   

     Lonnie and Etzel Will-

hoit were both  born at 

Longrun, Mo., and both 

became well-known musi-

cians with the fiddle/violin.   

 Hootin an Hollarin Memories from 50 years ago  
By Mary Belle Head Green  

      
     It was a school day in 1964, a Fri-

day. The Hootin an Hollarin festival was 

taking place, and everyone was encour-

aged to wear old time clothing, even to 

school. A week before this picture was 

taken, I didn't even dream of wearing a 

costume. Somehow Momma got the 

material and was secretly making it for 

me. She finished the day before the pic-

ture. It fit perfectly, and I was thrilled.  

     The kids  (we are all cousins) in the 

picture are; Bobby Head and Jerry 

Rowlett hanging out the window, left to 

right; Mary Belle Head, Barney Head, 

Patty Baxter, Vickie Rowlett, Dawayne 

Rowlett, Butch Baxter and Bob Head, 

and looking at the antiques in the store 

windows. I knew what a lot of the things 

were because I'd say to myself, "My 

Grandma has one of those,” or, “My Dad 

uses that.”  And, “Gee I know how to use 

those carding paddles for wool and wow-

- I've  worked one of those cream separa-

tors. Matter of fact we have one sitting 

on our back porch right now.” 

      When I saw the butter churns, I had a 

pain of  jealousy. If I could get Momma 

one of those, she could throw away those 

old fruit jars that we had to shake till our 

arms almost fell off.  The beautiful quilts 

hanging in the windows made me think 

"Momma makes those things all the 

time, and they're just as pretty"... I was 

especially drawn to the old pictures and 

albums on display in the windows.  

      Bobby said he liked the Hatfield and 

McCoy's type shootout they had. He 

named Lester White and Bobby Robbins 

as two of the shooters. 

      My Uncle Boyd Ellison made roof 

shingles one year. I wondered if he used 

the same tools his Dad (my grand-

pa) made shingles with. The smell of 

molasses being made had me thinking 

about the cane that Grandpa and Grand-

ma grew. I knew they used to make their 

own syrup.  

       I was too shy to square dance but 

that didn't keep me from wanting to and 

tapping my toes while watching.  

      Thank you Hootin an Hollarin for all 

the memories.  

  

bus driver. Aunt Louella (Patty and 

Butch's mother) just had to take a pic-

ture before we left.  

    At school I had a wonderful time 

looking at all the different dresses, the 

colors and styles. Some of the boys’ 

outfits were nice to look at also. 

      Bobby said we went to the first fes-

tival and just about each one after. They 

grew bigger and better each year. In 

'61 Bobby remembers walking into Lis-

ter's Drug store and was given a black 

felt hat (like the one Barney is wearing 

in the picture). Lister's was counting the 

number of customers who came thru the 

door, and Bobby was that certain num-

ber. I recall walking around the square 
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By Mary Green 

 
     When it was suggested that I write about the Liner area, 

I thought I could type it up in no time. After all, most of my 

kinfolks lived there, my family spent as much time there as 

we did at our own home. We hunted, fished, camped and as 

teen agers, partied there. Easy to write about? Oh, how na-

ïve I was.  

     Liner was part of the Big North Fork of the White River 

and is located in southern Ozark County near the Missouri/

Arkansas border. There are no defined borders to tell where 

Liner begins or ends. One source says Liner begins about a 

mile beyond the Liner bridge and ends about two miles be-

yond. Another says everything from T Hwy. would be con-

sidered Liner except the far end where it comes back out on 

J. Hwy. That’s how I, as a kid, knew it to be. Who named it 

Liner and when? Generally places are named for a person 

or a family that lived in the area, but there is no evidence of 

that being the case. The most credible story is that it was 

named for being near the line that separates Missouri and 

Arkansas.  When it was named, no one knows.   

     The “mouth” of Liner begins at County Road 529 mark-

er along J Hwy. about half a mile north of the Arkansas 

line. Before the dam was built and formed Lake North 

Fork, Liner was a river, swift in places, low sometimes in 

the dry summer months of July and August. Now, when the 

heavy rains fill up the lake, the water level can rise over the 

bridge and road.  

     Name places up and down the lake at Liner are: Cane 

Creek, Cove Ten, Alexandrea, Possum Walk, Liner Creek, 

Cope Holler, Humphrey Ford, Copeland Holler and the Ida 

White Place. There was a wagon trail near the Ida White 

place that used to cross into Arkansas.  

     Long before whites settled in the Liner area, the Mound 

Builders or Cave Dwellers probably inhabited it. Other Na-

tive American Indians, probably the Shawnee and Chero-

kee tribes, used the clean clear water that flowed through 

the river to sustain them. Evidence of Indian presence at 

History of Liner   

Part I of II parts 

Long before whites settled in the area, Native Americans lived there  

1927 map showing the Liner area in Ozark Coun-

ty 
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   Liner is undeniable. Before the dam was built, a lot of cem-

eteries had to be moved and relocated. Men from the area 

were hired to dig up and rebury the remains. One cemetery 

that was moved at Liner contained several Indian graves. 

My late Great Uncle Herdie Baxter, who helped with the 

removal and relocation, said several Indians in full dress 

were found. Udall 

Cemetery received a 

lot of reburials as did 

many other cemeter-

ies.  

     By about 1838, 

the U. S. Govern-

ment started uprooting and removing the Indians into Indi-

an Territory by way of the Trail of Tears. No doubt, some 

Indians stayed, some went into hiding, maybe to return lat-

er. Native American ancestry is proudly claimed by many 

local folks.  

     An article in Times Past in the Ozark County Times 

March 12, 1986, noted that Udall celebrated its 100th anni-

versary in 1948. It was founded in October 1848 as St. 

Ledger, and the name was changed to Udall in 1886. St. 

Ledger was the second oldest post office in Ozark County. 

The river at Liner is so close to the Udall area, so I assume 

families also lived at Liner by 1848.  

     Who was the first white settler in the Liner area? Henry 

R. Schoolcraft who made a trip through the Ozark region 

of Arkansas and Missouri in 1818 and 1819 to study 

minerology mentions a Wells family as being the white 

family he encountered while exploring the area. Another 

article about this Wells family attaches them to the Gama-

liel, Arkansas, area. The 1850 census of Big Northfork, 

Fulton County, Arkansas, includes Daniel and Elizabeth 

Wells. Two of their sons were born in the area. John W. 

Wells was born in 1847 and died in 1884. Samuel Reed 

Wells was born in 1849 and died in 1929. Samuel married 

Catherine “Betty” Reynolds and had three known children. 

One was a daughter named Ida Magnolia Wells. She mar-

ried John Thomas White. The Ida White place at Liner is 

named for her.   

     The Pumphrey Ford is no doubt named after the Pumph-

rey family. Meredith Thompson Pumphrey and his wife, 

Margaret Holt, appear in the 1840 census of North Fork 

Twp. which was then Taney County, Missouri. His brother, 

William Green Pumphrey, also owned land in Ozark Coun-

ty. William is listed in the 1850, 1860 and 1870 census. He 

married his fourth wife, Permelia Jane Hawkins, Sept 21, 

1873, in Bayou Twp., Ozark County, Mo. Meredith and 

William were the sons of Lewis R. Pumphrey, who died in 

Fulton County, Arkansas. A daughter of Lewis R. was Ma-

tilda Pumphrey. She married James Addison Baker who is 

credited with founding the town of Bakersfield. Matilda 

and James probably divorced. He had many  other wives.  

     Down from Liner boat ramp about three miles was a 

ferry barge owned and operated by Dell White, son of 

James David White and Octa Mae Wells. Dell lived at Lin-

er with his wife, Hannah Lou Ida Stone, and their children. 

Dell was a World War I veteran. Octa and Ida Magnolia 

Wells were sisters. John Thomas and James David White 

were brothers.  

     The Hathcock family appears to have been another 

longtime family in the Liner area. John Collier Nelson 

Hathcock and his wife, Martha Suzanne Hollis Hathcock, 

appear in the 1860 census in Falling Spring and 1870 in 

Bayou Twp. One of their daughters, Martha Sue, 1865 – 

1948, married Joseph D. Wells.   

     Once the Civil War started, it was the white man’s turn 

to be uprooted. In 1862 General John S. Marmaduke and 

his troops came up from Batesville, Arkansas, going to 

Springfield, Missouri.  Col. Joseph C. Porter came up from 

Pocahontas, Arkansas, also to Springfield and traveled 

south of St. Ledger by just a few miles. Gen. Marmaduke’s 

return trip in 1863 brought him very close to the same 

place. Col. William Monks wrote about the war and placed 

a Col. Tracy and his troops of Fulton 

County, Ark., in Ozark County in 

1863, making raids, burning houses,  

taking anything of value and killing 

many.      The end of the war did not 

halt the bloodshed and terror. Bush   
(cont. on page 10)                                                     

When the cemeteries 

were moved, several 

Indians in full dress  

were found.  

  Left:  Possibly a crossing on the 

Dell White ferry at Liner 

   Those who can be identified 

from left: Mabel Stutsman Craw-

ford, George Stutsman (wearing 

glasses), John Crawford (man in 

hat and overalls), Thurlo Craw-

ford (boy in front of John), Un-

known Suter (in white shirt next to 

John). In very back Nina and Ed-

gar Baxter.  
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whackers, jayhawkers and gangs of thieves kept fear alive 

in those that survived.  

     By the late 1870s Liner was apparently peaceful again.  

     Wiley Ellison was in Bayou Twp. area by 1880 living in 

the home of Jasper Baker in Bayou Twp. (probably the 

Bakersfield area). Wiley paid taxes in 1885 and 1886 on 

property in Ozark County. In 1891 he bought 160 acres of 

land in the very “heart” of Liner and then in 1893, he 

bought another 40 adjacent acres. A portion of the north 

end of his property extended beyond the river probably tak-

ing in the Pumphrey Ford area. Wiley built a small store 

close to where the first Liner school house was located. I 

don’t know if the store was there first or the school. I’ve 

also been told Wiley built his store between 1915 – 1920, 

and his home was ¼ mile up behind where the Liner cabins 

were later located. His store burned down.  

     My Great Uncle Bert Baxter told me that in later years 

he found some boxes of stiff white collars for men that 

were sold in the store. We think Wiley also worked as a 

blacksmith. When supplies were needed, he could, at times, 

cross the river when it was low and travel to Udall or Bak-

ersfield. If not by mule or horse, he could pole up the river 

by boat, board or borrow a horse, and return the same way.  

     St. Ledger/Udall was a well-built community that con-

tained a post office, general store, cotton gin, flour mill, 

wagonmaker, school, doctor and other businesses. By 1910 

Bakersfield was a thriving town with several stores, a flour 

mill, two cotton gins, a bank, post office, churches, school 

and a population of 400.  

     In the 1900 census Wiley Ellison was enumerated with 

his second wife, Viola Campbell, 

whom he married in 1895, and their 

children, Dewey and Etta, both born 

at Liner. By 1904 they had adopted 

a daughter, Dona. Wiley was born in 

Tazewell, Claiborne County, Ten-

nessee. He was a Civil War veteran 

and a descendant of maternal grand-

parents who were both held captives 

by Indians.  

     In 1904 Wiley made the Douglas 

County Hearld, Ava, Mo. “Gold in 

paying quantities has been recently 

discovered on Liner Creek about 2 ½ 

miles from Udall. The discovery was 

made on the farm of Wiley Ellison. 

Reports compare favorably with the 

discovery made some weeks ago in 

the southeast part of the county by 

N. M. Smith and those made in 

Taney County this summer.” 

     From the Ozark County Times 

Feb. 4, 1916:  “Uncle Wiley Ellison, 

an old resident of this county who 

owns a farm near the Pumphrey Ford 

on the Big North Fork, 14 miles 

southeast of Gainesville, has been 

claiming for a number of years that 

he has gold in paying quantities on 

his land. Recently he had samples of 

the ore assayed, and it proved to be 

22 percent gold. He has refused an 

offer of $5,000 for his mine.” 

     Wiley may have sold his mine to finance his next ven-

ture as told in the following Ozark County Times article 

from Oct. 24, 1919: “Uncle Wiley Ellison got his new gas-

oline engine home Saturday. He is putting in a mill and gin 

at Liner.”  

     This was a steam ginny. A chunk of concrete where he 

built is still visible near the Liner bridge. I don’t think the 

mill was ever built.  

     Wiley grew cotton as a cash crop. In the winter of 1925, 

he and his son-in-law J. B. “Bonnie” Kirkland hauled a 

load of cotton to Bakersfield. They had to make these trips 

by way of what is now J Hwy. On the way home, a cold 

rain fell. Wiley took pneumonia and never recovered. Be-

fore he died, he claimed the reason he took sick was be-

cause he had shaved off his beard before going on the trip. 

He died in January 1926.  

     By the 1900s Liner was well populated. The first school 

built (date unknown) at Liner was located across the road 

from where the Liner cabins are now. Water was available 

from a nearby spring. An early photo of Liner school is 

dated November 1915 and has the teacher as Bessie Ste-

vens. Another photo dated 1918 lists the teacher as Lizzie 

Brown. This school stood until the late 1920s when one 

Liner ————————- 
(continued from page 9)  

   Below: The old Liner school was moved to Howards Ridge and became the 

Howards Ridge school.  Tommy Ellison and his family live in it today.  

Wiley Ellison  
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cold evening, a small 

group of older kids 

went into the school 

and built a rip-roaring 

fire in the stove. 

When they left, 

something caught 

fire, and the school 

burned down.  

     A new school was 

built soon after, but 

this time it was locat-

ed in the same place 

where the cabins are 

now. Cuma Sowards 

Robbins taught her 

first year at Liner in 

1927 at age 16. Ethel 

Poe Bohannan attend-

ed from 1934 – 1942. 

She recalls that Ever-

ett Blacksher taught 

one year, then Roy 

Davis taught for sev-

en years. Some of her classmates were Billy Kirkland, Inez 

and Lonez Huse, Olene and Willie Poe (Ethel’s siblings), 

Charley Hathcock, Roy Crawford, Coleman and Purnia 

Jackson. Purina graduated from eighth grade at Liner in 

1934. I’m very sure that others who attended Liner school 

were Christine, Waukee and Junior Kirkland, Phyllis, 

Mary, Eileen and Leroy Head.  

     Liner school was discontinued around 1942. Construc-

tion of Norfork Dam had begun in the spring of 1941. 

Folks lost their farms, their fields and their way of making 

a living. Some, such as my grandparents, moved up to 

higher ground but most just moved. There was no longer a 

need for the school as there were just a few kids left. A few 

years after Liner school closed, the old Howards Ridge 

school was getting in bad shape. The school board mem-

bers decided to replace it with the newer school house at 

Liner. A group of local men including Carl Trivett, Bryan 

Robbins, Bonnie Kirkland, Dewey Ellison, Herdie Baxter 

and a few others, used jacks to raise the school house, load 

it on a flatbed truck trailer and move it up the road. They 

couldn’t cross over Liner bridge because it wasn’t wide 

enough. In a few years, the old Howards Ridge/Liner 

school house will be 100 years old. It still stands and is 

being lived in.  

     When Norfork Lake formed, a few folks saw opportuni-

ties open up. Fishing became a cash crop. Land near the 

lake was bought up, and plans were made to attract tourists. 

First they had to have a better road to get there. T Hwy. 

was constructed in 1949, and the first Liner bridge was 

built the same year. It was a one-lane bridge constructed of 

a wood deck with no side rails. The original crossing place 

was less than a quarter mile down the creek, and the old 

road went up and around behind Bonnie Kirkland’s rock 

home.  

     Not long after the bridge was built, a car was left on the 

bridge overnight. (My Dad said one wheel dropped off the 

side.) It came a huge rain and washed the car down the 

lake. We kids saw the carcass of that car every morning as 

we crossed the bridge on our way to school. It turned from 

its original color to rust over the years from being tossed, 

tumbled, crushed and beat up by the rising and falling of 

the lake. Its size was finally reduced to a good-sized boul-

der. It blends so well with the rocks, one couldn’t tell them 

apart. In the mid 1970s a new wider concrete bridge re-

placed the old one.  

     Between 1953 – 1955 the rock cabins at Liner were 

built as a hunting/fishing lodge. I’m not sure who invested 

the money to have it done. Arvil McCoy, Herbert Allen 

and Lehmon Rowlett constructed the cabins. Lehmon 

hauled the rocks in from Mansfield, Mo. I was told that 

George Plummer/Phulmer owned the land and barn. He 

may have had it built. A main house was built near the cab-

ins. My grandparents, Dewey and Ruby Ellison, lived in 

this house for a time. My Dad and Mom rented one of the 

cabins. I don’t believe the cabins went over that well as a 

resort or lodge. More money was made from renters like 

us.  

     About the same time these cabins were built, two more 

small houses went up near where the road dead ends near 

Bonnie Kirkland’s place. These houses were built by and 

for an unknown person(s) who might or might not have 

lived in them. They could have been built in connection 

with the cabins.  

     Some years later a wonderful man by the name of Pete 

Piepergerdes lived there. He was the only man I have ever 

seen that was able to walk up to a barbed wire fence and 

just step over it.   

 

     Next time, Part II of the History of Liner.  

   Above: Lehmon Rowlett and Ola 

Belle Head poling across Liner.  
(All photos courtesy of Mary Green.)  

   Above: The cabins at Liner were built to be a 

hunting/fishing lodge. Over the years, more money was 

made from local renters than from tourists.  
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August 

2014 

Minutes of the July meeting 

County Times Aug. 1, 1913; how-

ever, not all the pictures were in-

cluded in the album found in the 

bank vault.  

     But the pictures there were of 

high quality.  

 

Continued from page 1) 

Bank Vault Album —— 

he was going to Tulsa to get a job, 

but the bus didn't run. 

     Mr. Davis said if it is a job you 

are looking for, go back there and 

start cutting meat.  Earl did that.  

When I got home from school, he 

hadn't gone after all.  Earl worked 

there many years and we lived in 

Ava since then.  Just that one day is 

all I know that the snow kept the bus 

from running.  Figure that out!!  

Maybe it was a "God thing". 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Bus —————- 

     The OCGHS met July 24, 2014, at 

the Historium. The minutes of the April 

24, 2013, meeting will be read at the 

October meeting as they are unavailable 

today.  

      The treasurer’s report shows a be-

ginning checking account balance of 

$13,273.  Total income for this period 

was $4,112.39. Disbursements for this 

period were $6,990.62.  Total value of 

the checking account on July 24, 2014, 

is $ 10,394.77.  The balance in the CFO 

building account on April 24, 2014, was 

$21,431.76.  The balance of the CFO 

building account on July 24, 2014, is 

$22,516.61.  Total OCGHS and Histori-

um assets as of July 24, 2014 are 

$32,911.39.  

     We currently have 278 members, 73 

of whom are Lifetime members, one is 

complimentary, and three are non-

paying reciprocals.  

New Business 

     The Tea will be next Thursday, July 

31.  There is only one ticket left. 

     Some music for Hootin’ an Hollarin’ 

will be provided by Howard Marshall 

sponsored by the Historium.  He will 

also be at the Historium during Hootin 

an  Hollarin. 

     The last third Thursday night music 

event will be on Aug. 23. 

     For the October OCGHS meeting 

John Harlin is putting together a pro-

gram of “What it was like in Gainesville 

in the 50s & 60s.”  He hopes to have 

several people such as Marvin Looney, 

Rex Johnson, Helen June Blisard Con-

nardy, John R. Sims, etc. for a round 

table discussion and storytelling.        

     The meeting was adjourned, and our 

guest speaker, Tim Morgan from Ponti-

ac,  gave us some history of the Pontiac 

area, the marina, the resorts, and some 

of the people around there.  He has done 

quite a bit of research on the area and 

has lived there most of his life. 

 

Nancy Thomas, Rec. Secretary                                                                                                 

Times Past  

Ozark County News 

Aug. 30, 1894 

 

     The boys of Dora have organized a 

brass band. Following are the members: 

Geo. B. Fisher, C. E. Pease, L. C. Co-

pous, R. B. Harris, Alando Pease, A. H. 

Reary, Geo. McAlister, Bert Williams, 

J. M. Hightower, H. M. Nash, Ed Low-

ering, Anton Fisher and Chas. A. Fisher.   

 

Aug. 2, 1900 

 

     Pine View – Rev. Edward Upton of 

near Gainesville has been holding a pro-

tracted meeting at this place which has 

had a great moral effect on this commu-

nity. . . The entire series of meetings has 

resulted in 23 conversions and two re-

stored. Rites of baptism were adminis-

tered last Sunday near George Roof’s 

farm on Barren Fork where 17 of the 

converts were baptized in the presence 

of great throngs of people who gathered 

to witness the ceremonies.   

 

Aug. 11, 1905 

 

     On the night of July 19, the mill at 

Zanoni belonging to George Shoemaker 

was burned down together with all of his 

tools, some corn and feed and many other 

things of value. It is believed to have been 

the work of an incendiary. . .  Mr. Shoe-

maker was at West Plains the night the 

mill burned.   

 

Ozark County Times 

Aug. 14, 1914 

 

     Toledo – Stock water is getting scarce 

here.  

     Everybody seems to be interested in 

the European war.   

 

     Lawndale – Dr. Patrick cured Eli Ad-

ams’ family mighty quick.  

     Walter Durham has moved to Udall 

where he is teaching school.   

     Dr. Gordon was called to see Ben Low 

one day last week.   

 

Aug. 4, 1949 

 

     Mr. and Mrs. Lehman Estes of Mam-

moth became the parents of their 17th 

baby at 1 a.m. Friday. All the children are 

living except one. The father is 46, and 

the mother is 42. . . The name John Q. has 

been given to the baby, the Q. being the 

17th letter of the alphabet.   


