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Mason Valley Man 1s Named for First Postmaster _
Josh Mason made Postmaster of Mason Valley Postoffice in 1873. Served 25 Years.

Livins upon the same farm for more than 54 years and making a good living from the
same, besides acting as postmaster for 25 years, 13 the achlevement of Josh Hason,
A1 years old, after whom Mason Valley was named. For more than half a century thils
fine ald men has 1lved in his house hy the alde of the road and been a friend to
mankind. This man 1s part of the valley, and the valley 1s part of the man.

¥rom a hlgher point on the highway before entering Mason Valley, one van see
the land stretch out before him like & patchwork quilt id# of many hues of greens
and browns. It contalns some of the richest soll in the county, which nearly a
century ago atiracted the ploneers seeking to homestead or tb buy land. Perhaps the
first settlement was made in the vale about 1830 by a man named Anderson who had
come from Hentucky and took up a CGovernment Clailm. The dther families occupying the
first settlements of land were the Staceys and Hollands, elther Carolinians or Temn-
easeans, The valler had no name and the nearest of tha few postoffices was Osage
Mills. %114 game and willd fowls abounded 1in the country about. Herds od deer and
flocks of wild turkey greeted the eyes of the ploneer family by whose nams the wvalley
bacame kneown. This was John J. Meson, who with hils famlly had com2 in a covered
wagon across the country from North Carolina. There was with him hie two brothers,
Joa Mason and Billy Hason.

The wazon trall in which they had traveled had crossed the Mlassissippl at Gol
Conda, a little below 3t. Louls, passed throush Springfield, and reached Benton
County in the fall of 1856. Paying $1.25 en acre, john invested in 180 acres in the
valley where he made a home for hils wife and six childzen.

In time came the uneasiness throughout the country upon the great question
before the nation, then came the war. Each of the scttlers 4id as each thouzht right.
Some went north and aome went south., Two of John lason's sons jolned the Union Army,
choosing the field aixviliery. Thesc were Josh ilesou, thken 15, aad hls older brother.
They were in the ssue company in the 1lst Atkansas Battery. Thelr Commander was General
Theyer end thelir Battery saw active service In eoulh Arkansas and in Loulsiana. Rec=
elving his discharge at I't. Smith in 1865, Josh returned from the war to help work his
fathers farm. As the years passed other adttlers pade their home in the country about
and several different states were represented by thoe inhabitants. In 1870 Josh married .
His bride was Sallle Parker, a weamber of' a nelighboring Missourl family.

In 1870 the Government deecidod to establish a Postofflee in the valley, thny
named Josh Mason Postmaster. 4 few years later, to supply the nseds of travelets and
the famllies, he put in a gencral merchandice stord.

The store and the postoffice werz on tha [ico voad which led from Bentonville to
Hico, a2 settlement nearly at a polnt whera 31lcam Springs 1s now located. It was also
a traveled route to the Indian Terriuorj

The yous: postuamnder also bourhi 2 21-hty acre Ffarm, upon tha he made his home
and continues to 1live upon it. For 25 vears Josh delivered the mail m behind the
countar, provided the material wants of the p=ople about him. During the passing years
the wild =zane was nearly exterminated, the Indions moved to the reservation, and the
eountry becane noxe populatad. After a quarter of a century Mr. Moson left the post-
office and stors and moved to Hignfil. But he was destined to handle maih for he was
made postmaster there. One night thieveas broke into the buildineg but as the veteran
postmaster had that day removed the postal money thexe was no loss.

After a number of years Mr. Mason returned to Mason Valley, whers from his com-
fortable home by the roadsids he watches the world as it passes by hils door and enjoys
the frults of hls useful 1lile. Of the early Mason fanily there reimains Josn and his
two cousins, Mike and Milt (Marshall) Msson. The lattsr lives upon the Stacgy farm
once owned by one of the first pioneceras of the community. Mike's daughter and her hus-
band dwell upon the farm purchased by his father in 1556. Some of the children live
near them and others sre scattered into distant states.

So on into the nexi century may there be iasons of the original family livinz in
the vallsy.
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AROTHER PIONEER DIES AT HI3 MASON VALLEY HOME ' b % e

Funeral services for Joshuz Mason, widely known ploneer of this county, veteran ¢f
the Union Army, and for 62 years a Mason, who passed away at his home in Mason
Valley, a few milea southwest of Bentonville, Arkanses, on Wednesday, Jamuary 22, 1930,
ared 83 years, nine months, and nine days, wera held et 2330 o'clock on Monday after-
noon the 27th, at theVaughn Presbyterian Church, of which he had lonz been A membar. .
The services at the church were conducted by the pestor, the Rev. F. Ae Bradshaw, with
the services at the grave in charge of the Hezel Valley Masonlce Lodge of which i, i)
Mason was a charter momber. The Masonlec servicea were conducted by Storm Q. Fhaley, of:
Sulphur Springs, Past Grand Master of the Arkansas Grard Lodge of Masons, asafsted by .-
a large nuaber of othsr Maszons. Interment was in the family plot at the Coffelt Gema- e
tery.
Born at Bridgewater, North Carolina, April 13, 1846, Joshua Meson wes a son of Jahn ;
Jefferson Mason, born 1309, and Enmll Gibba HMezson, born 1814, end a grandson

of the Hev. Michasl Mason and Margaret Hunter Masen. In 1856, at the age of 10, he

moved with his parents from Ienolif, North Cerolina, direct to what ia now known as

Mason Valley, Benton County, Arkansas. The valley where his father had homestoaded on
their arrival here was named for Mr. Meson when, in 1873, he was sppolnted Postmaster i
there by President U. S. Grant. From that date untll several years ago when the post office
was moved to Highfill, a small nearby raillway point, iirs Hason conducted the Mason Valle$
post office and a gzeneral store there at the same time living on and managing his farm.
With the change of the post office he moved his store also to Highfill and served as
Postaester at the two places more than forty years.

Hith his brothesr John T. Mason, he enlisted in the United States Army at Bpring‘!‘lﬁld. e
Missouri, in 1863, and served with the Firat Arkensas Battery of the Federal Army until *
the clome of the war between the states.

Mr. lason became a member of the old Hasonlec Ledge at Springtown, Arkansas, near his
home in 1863, and later became a charter menber of the Hazel Valiey Lodge, now at
Vaughn, death terminating his active Mascnic service of about 62 yeers.

On March 5, 1870, Mr. Mason married Sarazh Catherine Parker, and tothis union siz — -
children wers born. Mrs. Hason died scme three years azo. The children survivins §r.
HMascn ere Qliver F. Mason, an Attorney-at-law of Miami, Oklzhoma; James H. Mason, a
grain and stock dealer of Hooker, Okla.j Thomas C. Heason, & salesman for National Cash
fegister Company at Shreveport, La.y Miss Ida Mason, a teacher, of the home, and Mra.
A. Hs Kimberling, of Sprinzsfield, Mo. Another son, Luke Mason, was drownsd in the
Columbia rivea at Arlington, Cregon, in A'ugzust 1901.

The nlne grandchildren are Charlie L. Hason, of the Mason Valley homej Jo2 Hason, .
Hooker, Oklzhomsg Glenn Mason, Blackwell, Okla.j Jack Mason, Shreveport, La.; Lindsay,
Paunl, and Byrcn Kluberllng, of Springfleld, lo.; MisssDorothy Mason, of Miaml, OKla.j
and Mrs. Paul E. Johnson, of Kansas City, Ho. Mr. Mason alsc is survived by two grest
gradddanshters, HMary Jo Amos, damushier of Mrs. Ava Mason Anoa, deceased, and Mergeret
Loulse Mason, of Blackhk=1l, Okla.

Mr. Mason's grandfather, the Rev. Michasl Mason, served in the Continental Army, and
.among other engagements of the revelutionary war, fought in the battle of Kings Moun-
~tain. He was born in Virginia in Alexandris; snd died in Alabama in 1821. Among others

of the many ancesters dlstinguilshed for thelr serviceswas Ceorge Meson vho, as a gpember

of the Continental Conventlon of the United Stated, became especially noted becanse of
his fellure to mizn the draft, and his insistance upon and success in bringing about the
- adoptionof the firat 12 amendments thereto, which many term "the people's” Bill of Rights
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Joshua Mason, merchant and postmaster at Mason Valley, Ark., was born
in McDowell County, N. C., April 13, 1846, and is a son of John
Jefferson and Emily {(Gibbs) Mason, the former of whom was born in
Rlabama. Joshua Mason removed to Benton County, Ark., with his parents
in 1858, and was here reared to manhood. He was educated in the common
schools and by private study, and in contact with business life he has
acquired a good practical education. His early days were spent in
following the plow, but he afterward engaged in mercantile pursuits
(about 1883), and his efforts in this directicn have been followed
with good results. His mercantile stock is wvalued at about $4,000, and
his property in the country at about $3,000. All this property he has
accumilated by hard work, honest dealing and good management. In
September, 1863, he enlisted in the Unien serviece, in Company A, First
Arkansas Battery, and served under Capt. Denten D. Stark, his field of
action being principally in Arkansas, Indian Territory and Missouri.
He belongs to the Masconic lodge of Hazel Valley. He was married to
Miss Sally Parker, who was born in Polk County, Mo., and is a daughter
of Julia F. Parker, and he and wife worship in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. Nearly all of Mr. Mason's pecple are engaged in
farming, and are of Irish descent. The father, John Jefferson Mason,
was born in Burke County, N. €., July 12, 1809, and is a son of Rev.
Michael and Margaret (Hunter) Mason. Michael Mason was born in
Fennsylvania, removed to Alabama, and there died in 1824. He was a
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church from early manhood until
his death. His wife was born in North Careclina, and died in her native
State in 1865. John Jefferson Mason was educated in the old-time
subscription schools, and in 1835 was married to Emily Gibbs, who was
born in Morth Careclina on the 22d of September. 1814, a daughter of
Joshua and Rebecca (Conley) Gibbs. Mrs. Mason's grandfather, John
Gibbs, was a Methodist minister for fifty vears or more, and died at
the age of eighty vears, in North Carclina, in 1853. Mr. and Mrs.
Mason became the parents of three sons and three daughters, and in
1857 [p.867] immigrated to Arkansas, where he entered eighty acres of
land and engaged in farming. He and wife are members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, and are old and highly honored citizens of
the county.



