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RIGHT HONOURABLXK

Countefs of SIHANNON,

Mabpan,

‘E T is obfervable that the opinion
of the TPublic with refpe@t to the
merits of any publication, is dircéted
by perfons of real judgment, and

Literary knowledge 5 The Genera-

a3 lity




L vi ]

lity of People have not leifurc to
criticife, nor inclination to form a
judgment for themfelves Many
have not fuitable abilitics to the
tafk, and thus the right of Decifion
is wifely configned to thofe of polite.
Education, extenfive Reading, and

clegant Tafte in Litcrature.

This Confidcration induced me
(when I propofed to publifh my
FPocms) to {eck the arbitration of
fome eminent perfon, known to
poflefs judgmcnt competent to Cri-
ticiim ; of onc whofc Tafte was

clegant

s e BT s

[ v ]

clecafit and  refined, and wholc

U3

Underftanding was clear and dif-
cerning 3---1 fhould have crred had
I put in Competition the abilitics
of any Arbitrator with your Lady-
thip's well known tafte and under-
fianding ; for without flattery; and
as in {peaking rruth fiom the real
di@ates of my mind 1 recede not,
there i1s not any onec of whole
abilities in Critici{im, (tho’ they are
fo mildly cxercifed) T am fo weil

convinced,

Your




[ viii ]

Your Ladyfhip will belicve me
when T affert that I am in cvery
refpe@ diflident and doubtful, whe-
ther in my attempts at verfification
1t is in my power to exhibit the
Ieaft {pecimen of poctical Abilitics;
Which occafions me, in the bold
attempt ofcoxllmittixlg poems to the
prefs, toappeal for Decifion in their
caufc to a tribunal that C

an be
rclied on for equity and fki]]

; and
thus, Madam, I juftity my prefump-
tion when I take the liberty of

troubling you with the perufal of

llly

[ ix ]

my Poctry, requefting your Lady-
thip will pardon, and patiently
excufc the interruption it may give
Ito ftudics and cmployménts mMorc

ufeful and agrecable.

Sincerity dire&s my Pen, and in
conformity thercto I frecly declare,
that whether you condemn or ap-
prove, I fhall eftimate the Quality
of the Poems according to your
Ladythip’s opinion of them---T afk
not Clemency or Partiality in your
decifion, tho’ my reje@ionof awards

of fuch a nature arifes not {rom a

reliance




[ x ]

rcliance on the merits of mv Com-
pofition ; for in truth, I much
doubt the fuccefs of the Poctry
when it fhall be examined by the
nice eyc of a well-judging  Critic
Tho’ friends have flattered me with
a kind approbation ; tho’ their
partiality has ftamped already a
fceming  valuc upon my work ;

b
notwithftanding  the profperous
ray of Hope that brightencd the
outfct of my undertaking, T cannot
but confefs, even now, that a juft
opinion of tne rcal qualitics of the

Poctry

[ xi ]
Poctry remains ftill to be afcertained
within my own breaft ; to which
end, give me leave, Madam, to have
recourfe to that refpe&able jfldg—
ment that is fully qualified to direct
Poctical Talents much fupcrior to
mine ; and I .am confident to fay,
that T fhall deem your decifion
incontrovertible, from a conviétion
that your Ladyfhip’s tafte in Poctry,
arifing from natural Abilities, a
cultivated Underftanding, and ex-
tenfive Reading, is more exccllent

than that of gnany Lcarncd Men,

and




[ xu ]

and cqual to the Tafte of any onc

whatlocver.

I truft thefe cffufions of my real
thoughts will never be conftrucd by
my Readers into a wifh of flattery ;
They who have the Honour of your
Ladyfhip’s acquaintance, will not
hefitate to give Teftimony to thefe

“affertions ; it would be fuperfluous
to inform them (who are as well
convinced of the following truth as
I am) that Lady Shannon pollefles
every Grace of Perfon, Mind, and
Manners, fincere -and unaffedied

Picty

i ]
Picty and Charity, and cvery
amiable Virtue that can adorn the
higheft Female characer ; T fhall
not thercefore extend this Dedication
to a greater length, being follicitous
for an opportunity of {ubfcribing

\

myf{clf,

Madam,
With the greateft refpec,
Your Ladyfhip’s
molt obedient and

moft humble Servant,

GeorGgEe SackvirLe CoTThR,

Heraville, near Cork,
February 1788,
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O D .
(For M U S I C)

ADDRESSED TO THE

Knicurs of St. Parrick,

ST ANZA.

AONI:\N Maids, prepare the fong,
(To you the wond'rous pow’rs bejpng)
'he fleains exalt ;—loud ftrike the lyre, that wound
"T'o pitch fublime may roufe a madd’ning found ;
Or foftly funk ro nntes,
Where breath melodious {dars,
By Zephyrs borne in breezy gales, BV
T where a heav'nly calm prevails 5
vt vather ina flately pomp and flow,
ahadl the heart-thrilling {olenin Mufic flow,
And finy, faras the mightiefls concords go

From trumpet and the loud embold'ning drum
i o H

Of Knights, that in Majeflic Qrder come.

A CHORUS.
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[ 2 ]

: [ 31
. CHORUS:

oy ] Amid{t the Sons of Men
L Now glorious thoughts the heart exals, We fearch and {earct .
o . : e fearch and tearch again g
‘ And lofticft founds with all combine ;

NGk G L

.3

A + But nought of Glory, Pomp, or State
Lift up the ﬂrain—-Arcmfe~—infpircd a Superior find, or j fly great

! . uperior nd, or Ju s
. | With univerfal voice conjoin.

" Compared with thefe full fplendours, where combines
B STROPHE.

8 5 All Grandeur, that in thrones or palace fhines,

Hark ! I hear the tabret's found, '. ‘That Nobles of the nobleft virtues joins,

With inftrumental notes profound And holds confpicuous forth in focial band

Low-mingling, while the Harp fo fweet The great and much-loved Patriots of the land.

Makes the gay Symphony compleat.

1 ' CHORUS. -

Strike on the feltive Tabor s—thele

Glad founds from heart rebounding, pleafe.

Let the tones fivell, or conftant flow,
Where full and breathing organs blow,
And waft the deepen’d peals that roll,

Far thro’ the concave of the pole.

STANZA.

From Indus to tly’ expanfe around,

Of regions by wide ocean bound,

Gladden ye people ! asin fhade
Of ¥rebus the vallies rung,
When rocks re-echoed Orpheus’ voice,

And feftive once the Manes fung.

ANTISTROPHE.

Now {ofter and inviting more
Arcadian Pipes a fiveetnefs pour,

And ev'ry Mufe that with delight

Ort .
hence, where Weltern Climates far and near,
They oft have charm’d again invite.

With vaft Pacific hold the balanc'd fphere,
A 2

Amidft ¥ T
is




[ 4 ]

"Tis well—nought greater blifs infpires,
Than full-concerted num’rous Lyres,
That vibrate mingling to and fro

Each Note, that Mufic can beflow,

And touck’d judicious, {often all

With Tenor’s modulated fall.

CHORUS.

Hail! Joy extreme and welcomed full !
Jow gladly we thy grateful hour embrace !
In {uch a caufle who fhould forbear,

But with loud echoes rend th” aerial {pace.

STANZA.

As we in feflive loud acclaims
Raife juflly thefe illuftrious names,
So in great Alexander’s triumphs, high
And Pop’lar voices echoed to the fky,
There Lydian meafures well,
In pleafing accents fell,
And {ung the mighty Conqu'ror’s praile

To flower firains, or Roundelays.

They

[ 51

They erfl the one vidorious Hero fung,
st here loud Voice with dillant-reaching Tongue
From m:\ny-hcnded crowds hath praifes rung

Of thefe colle@ed Great, fo juftly bound

H 14’ . m’
With bays, and with [{ibernia’s honours crown'd,

SEMICHORTUS.

Mirth, advance, and focial Glee,

From your bleft recefles {ree;

Yorth your gay Companions all

Bring at Pleafure’s fprightlyﬁ:\ll.

In order juft to moods advance, {
Sounding thro’ the mazy dance ;

In fylvan fcenes the meaflures lead,

In wood and grove and brighter mead ;
And where the Qak its thade profound,
Syretches o'er the hallow’d ground ;
Or on the grafly verdure, ftrains

Shall call the wood-Nymphs to the plains.
Chance the Mufe may {iring the Lyrg,
And fuch fuperior notes in{pire,

As Rhodope’ {rom Orpheus heard,

Liftning to the pow’dul bard,

A3



[ 61

Or witnefled Thebes from vocal fhell,

When fkill’d Amphion fung fo well.

CHORUS.

i For glorious thoughts the heart exalt ;

And loftieft founds with all combine ;

Lift up the ﬂrain—-—Aroufe———infpired

With univerfal voice conjoin,

L7
O D

(For M U S 1 C)

1
L.

AUDRF.'SSF,D TO THEIR GRACES
The Duvke and Ducnrss of RUTLAND,
On their arrival in € O R K.
RS L e
STANZA.

I O fweetly flowing notes attunc,
And foftly wake the trembling lyre ;

Infpiring Mufe, the feftive firain \
Enrapture with Poetic fire ;
From thefz bleft regions far bcgbnc
Héar(—rcnding Care and Woce forlorn!
Hibernia’s nobieft Virtues come,
In Rurraup, Great, Majeftic, bornz.
CHORUS.
OF thefe Ierne’s fouthern climes,
Rejoice, ye happicft Sons, rejoice
And let the jocund glow of Mirth,
Exalt a loud, but tuneful Voice.

ODE

STROPHE.
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Avpressep 1o nts Rovar Hicninnss -

Prince WILLIAM HENRY,

(
ON His ARRIvaL 1IN C o R K. 1
N
i
|
|

. S T A N Z A.
SEE with furl’d fail the veflel ride,

As Cannons roaring {1l th’ impetuous tide,
And Royal Prefence with rough voice allow I +
Behold I the Anchor falls! the harbour'd Prow !
Is moor'd by joyful Seaman’s hand !

Around ye Wacrs, gently flow, !

Placid Zephyrs, mildly blow,

. : Yc waves, affuage your murmur hoarfe, - j
While WirLrLiawm leaves his wat’ry courfe, }

And deigns to vific glad Ierne’s land.
C H O R U s

Dominions all of England’s King,

Peoples and Srates, Britannia’s Monarch hail !

For Loyalty can roufe a rapt’rous flring,

And praife of mighty Grorcr fhall never fail ! 4

Wih




[ 222 1]

With all the founds we praile
That num’rous Voice can raife !
Greer the kind Ruler of his Subjeéls true |
The Son we hail, whom onc day all {hall view
Triumphant o’er Britannia's foes,
The dazzling Sun, that early rof
'T'o waft his {plendours o'cr the deep,
Whom Vidt'ry’s felf’ fhall fafelt keep,
When the great Hero to the aflomdl’d fighe,
In Britain’s Caufe, if Foos prefs {orcly on her,
Thro” thund’ring Squadrons dauntlefs pours the fighe,
]
Aud Navies leads to Glory, "Thimmph, Hounour

s T R O P I L

O Joy unfelt and unconceiv’d before!
eft to Jerne fuch hath never been!
Lo! on her Loyal and her faithful Shore,
The 1 e g Al OfFsncing ea !
The much-lov’d Georce’s Royal Offspring fomn!
What heart expands not with the thonght 2
What wmind but feels its joy, its good?
Mo Tongue is filent ! diftant brought

Hibernians thronz to honour Roval blood!

ANTISTROPIL.

[ 223 ]

ANTISTROTPUH L
Happy was the Gale
That G the fwellivg i,
And with propitious breeze,
To bleft Hibernia’s good,
Walted thee hither, Virtuous Prince,
Safe thro’ the rough Atlantic flood‘;
All gratitude be ours, ’
Ierne Wirrnian deigns o favour,
Some time in War's (far be they) dang’rous hours
His Love,and Prowefs of his Arm fhall fave Her,
¢ H O R U s.
Then lift the founds of Song !
Unrivall'd Themes of Loyalty and Praife
(To Ircland’s Prince all Honours full belong)
Awake our joyful the’ afpiring Lays;
Appronch we then, our voices mife,
To found our King and Prince’s praife :
Long may Wirnriam giad the place

Il A pags e - H
Where ev'ry heart affection pays |

Bur

S R SIS - e e s p g e




Fut {hould the Monarch call him home,
Or further o'cr the feas to roam,

All Good attend him, Safety, Honour there,

Is cach Hisernian's wilh, and ev'ry Subje®’s pray’r.

Ixp or tur rirst Voruue, —
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PREFACE.

1 HE following Poem claims the

attention of the Reader to the

N truth of it's deferiptions ;  from
Nature the Profpeéts were faith{ully
.:dclingntcd, and in general from the
' " moﬁ p]caﬁn‘g and picturchuc ap-

' ‘ .
. peamhc'cs of the Rural Landf{cape

as a Compofition of meafurcd Num-
bers, it attempts in general a fy ftem

of melodious metre, flowing, mufical,

a3 and




pEps SE s

[ vi ]
and void of harfh founding words ;
for the Writer endeavoured to‘har—
monize the Verfification to the fecl-
mgs of thofe who poflefs tuncful
cars, and exa@nefs of Taftein read-

ing and fmooth’]y accenting the

lines of Poctry.

The Latin among antient Lan-
guagces, among the modern the Ita-
lian being {o juﬁly praifed for the
harmonious founds of their Verfe

and

[ vii ]
and words in recitation, the Au-
thor of this Poem wifhes to prove
that the Englifh ‘Tonguc is capable
of fweetnefs of Numbers, not cx-
ccéded in any Language---It dif-
claims the afliftance of Rhyme
———E]ank verle not long fince was
{ubje@ed to a rough Tenor and

ftyle of Céll]pOﬁtiOll, which was

'cvcn'thought by fom¢é to be necel-

fary to 1t’s formation ; Poets def-

pilll'lf]g



[ ik ]
pairing of their {kill or fuccefs in
removing bad Qualitics and difad-
vantages fo evidentto ¢ hair difcern-
ment, were difcouraged from writing
in this purctt modc of Poctry ; Many
Rcaders have been found to attribute
the praifc of Harmony to the moft dif-
cordant lincs, fuch was the perverfion
of Tafte, and deficiency of Mufical
judgmcnt s and thus a San&tion was
civen to harfh and unpolifh’d Ver-

{ification ;

[ ix ]
(ification; From time to timc They
whofe ears werc offended by jargon
of Englifh blank Verfe, had recourfe
to Rhyme to fupply the failure of
11:'1\;mon101ls Numbers 3 and the lat=
ter mode of poctry_bccamc in con-
fequence moft frequent and preva-
lent 5---However i_n the prefent day

it muft be allowed, our Language

is fo muchimproved, and fo remark-

ably copious, that Words of pleaf

ing




L ox ]
ing Sound arc always to be found
by an attentive Verfificator, and
that Englith Metre needs not the
fubterfuge of Rhyme to fupply an

agrecable mclody to the Reader’s

car.

Itisncceflary for the Authorofthe
following Poem toavow an Intention
ofadheringto Simplicity, of avoiding
bombaft, and oblcurity, the latter of
which is too often conneded with

blank

[ xi ]
blank Verfe ; It is left to others to

decide whether Hehas propcrl'y fuc-

cceded in this Endeavour without

any diminution of the Dignity of

Verfe, without defcending from the
lofty heights of poetry to the hum-,

-

ble regions of common Profe.

It is an cffential Quality of the

Defcriptive to be eafily underftood ;
Nature requires to be cloathed ina

fimple and unftudied dsefs 5 affec-

tation




[ xi ]
tation and pcdanntry fhould Dbe ex-
cluded from cvery Poem ; an ap-
pearance of Labour {poils theefted;
I n Defcription, the Objed@s fhould
be readily conveyed from one Ima-
gination to another ; It is a miftak-
en rule of Tafte to fuppole an Ex-
~ cellence contained in obfcurc tran{-
pofals of words and phrafcs;—;Jm—
moderate length of Sentenees is not

Iefs liable to objection ; Where fuch

Qualitics

S o RS MY B

[ xiii ]
Qualitics arc predominant thcy nc-
ver fail to produce difguft ; For the
Images, refle¢ted from the Poct’s
fancy, that ought to flafh on the
Imagination of others, brightly and
ft;lly communicated, glimmer but
faint thro’ the lengthened fpace of

a tardy perufal 5 and tho’ after fome

“inveftigation they may difcover,

amidft darknefs, dawning glcams

of Beauty, fuch arc interruptedly
deprived




[ xiv ]
deprived of a fplendid an.d power-
ful cffeé&.

Should this Poem bc deemed
profaic, Even fuch a Defe& is more
tolerable in the Defcriptive, than
that of Bombaft, or Obfcurity ; fox;
in fimple profe, the Scenes of Na-
turc tru.ly defcribed may pleafe the

Fancy, but in Poetry {carce intelli-

oible muft fail of their cffec.

No other Poem or writing what-

{ocver

[ xv ]
focver is here imitated ; This was
written folely‘ for the amufement of
a leifurc hour, and its origin was an
Indulgence of the Fancy in viewing
the Rural Land{cape.
 Without further delay it is pre-

fented to the Reader.

P. S. It may be neccffary to

~mention the date of this Pocm,

[ namely, that it was finithed carly in

the Year 1784.




1 PROSPECT S,
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-
'] UMULTUQUS world of bufy care, .farewel L7 1

Farewel, ye fplendid Cities, refllefs feats
: 3 Of mis’ry | to the tranquil fcehes 1 fly
R
| Of rural blifs, where Nature opes to view
In artlefs charmsidifplay’d, whete placid eafe -
Lavites refiftlefs ;' there let Fancy vedm,

And mark thé cirtlihg Séafo‘nsvr—upnint fincere

——
t
(For fuch to rapUrous fone the heart infpire
A {
Aitherial changes, diff’ring Profpeis all
i
| i Of Hill or Vale difpers’d, and each adorn’d
L i
g With animation, as becomes the {eene. .
af
¥

Vor. Il B Hail,




